LUDWIG   I   OF   BAVARIA

reserve1: 'It is no longer a question of neutrality but of marching
against France. ... If I hesitate to come to a decision it is
in order to avoid finding myself between the devil and the deep

sea/

As for Montgelas, that statesman had hitherto had unlimited
power, but now that his policy had led him to a dead end where
a decision had to be made for a complete volte-face, he remembered
that there was a King who was responsible. He therefore wrote
to the Crown Prince on 2nd May2: 'I must leave the final decision
to the sovereign personally. . . . Neutrality can only lead to a
rupture with France and to this the King will not agree. Although
he sympathizes with the sufferings of his subjects and is often
dissatisfied with the French Government, lie fears the genius
of the Emperor, his enormous resources and the use such a great
man can make of them. What an overwhelming disaster it would
be if victorious France no longer supported Bavaria! Moreover,
your father is also distrustful of the Court of Vienna.'

The Crown Prince, however, let nothing dissuade him from the
course he considered right. In a long and urgent letter from
Innsbruck on 22nd May, he again described the situation and
begged the King to come to the right decision, for the welfare,
if not the whole existence, of Bavaria depended upon it: 'You
have now an opportunity to free yourself for ever from the terrible
obligation, so painful to your heart, of delivering your subjects
over to Napoleon as often as he wishes it, so that he may use
them to carry out his whims and schemes of conquest/3

Napoleon had in the meantime defeated the Allies at Bautzen,
Saxony and Wiirttemberg once again showed pronounced Franco-
phile sympathies, and under the influence of these developments
the King wrote to his son:4

'Last evening, my dear Ludwig, I received your letter No, 26.
Its whole tone proved to me that your hatred of the Emperor
and of the French dominates all your thoughts and actions.
As my opinion differs from yours in this respect, and as my
paternal love makes it absolutely necessary that wo should
remain good friends, I beg of you never to speak to me again
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